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amazement; and that amazement has grown ever
greater, the more he has learned of the strangeness of its
constitution. Most men, however, are little troubled by
that sense of their relation to it which was the master
obsession of Carlyle's mind; the Universe, he wrote to
Goethe from his lonely hill-top, was growing daily to him
more mysterious, more august; and against this curtain
of the flammantia moenia mundi he was afterwards to
depict his grandest portraits, attributing, often with little
warrant, to their figures vast imaginative thoughts that
were more his than theirs. To Dr. Johnson, he wrote, the
fact of this Universe was ' wonderful, unspeakable,
divine-infernal' : upon Mahomet the great mystery of
existence glared in also, with its terrors, with its splendours.
' What am I/ he makes the Prophet wonder in his desert
wanderings, ' what is this unfathomable Thing I live in,
which men name Universe ? What is Life ? What is
Death ? ' ' The grim rocks/ Carlyle wrote, ' of Mount
Kara, of Mount Sinai, the stern sandy solitudes answered
not. The great Heaven rolling silent overhead, with
its blue-glancing stars, answered not. There was no
answer.'

Yet Carlyle believed that there was an answer,
desperately believed that in the thunders from Sinai and
the voice from the whirlwind he had heard the answer.
He made, like Pascal, the great saltus of faith, as Professor
Grierson calls it, that identification of the divine authority
and the human conscience, that desperate belief that
Goodness and Justice are at the heart of things, however
appalling and mysterious their workings may appear.
But although he believed that some ' new and deeper
view of the world ' had arisen in him, his doctrine, when
he formulated it, was in essence the stern Calvinism of
his peasant ancestors, shorn indeed of its theological
dogmas, but still darkly oppressive. With this doctrine
and a richly coloured and resonant vocabulary in which
to proclaim it, he descended from his hill-top like a fiery